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Las Vegas Boulevard: The Strip

“The Strip” is the name given to a section of Las Vegas Boulevard approximately four miles in
length; the boulevard itself runs for many more miles both north and south of the resort corridor.
The vast majority of the Strip is not in the city of Las Vegas, but rather in the townships of
Winchester and Paradise.

Figure 1: Map of the Las Vegas Strip, circa 2014

Note well the scale of this map. Strip resorts are a lot farther apart than they look. New
York-New York and Bellagio appear to be on the same block, but it’s a long block: they’re about
a mile apart.
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“Welcome To Fabulous Las Vegas” sign
The southern end of the Strip is marked by this iconic sign, which went up in 1959 and has been

moved several times as the Strip has moved southward. There is a small parking lot at the sign,
which was built in 2008 to allow easier visitor access. Prior to 2008, those wishing to take pictures
at the sign had to make their way through Strip traffic. The sign was designed by Betty Willis, who
never trademarked the design, so as to make it available to all Las Vegans. Replicas of the sign may
be found welcoming visitors to downtown Las Vegas and the Boulder Strip along Boulder Highway,
and the design is used on souvenirs and advertising throughout the region. A live webcam trained
on the sign may be found online at http://www.earthcam.com/usa/nevada/lasvegas/index.php.

Mandalay Bay

This South Seas-themed resort opened in 1999, and is one of 10 Strip casinos owned and operated
by MGM Resorts International (MRI). Mandalay Bay is home to One, a Cirque du Soleil show
featuring the music of Michael Jackson, and the Shark Reef aquarium. The House of Blues has an
outlet here, and the resort’s swimming pool regularly wins “Best of Las Vegas” polls. (There seem
to be a lot of those; many Las Vegas attractions advertise that they won some poll or another.)
Mandalay Bay is connected to MRI casino resorts Luxor and Excalibur by covered walkways,
shopping malls, and a free monorail. One tower of Mandalay Bay is operated as the Delano, an
upscale facility. It should be noted that the city of Mandalay is real—it’s the second largest city
in Myanmar—but there is no bay located there.

Luxor
Luxor opened in 1993, and the pyramid shape of the main building and Sphinx replica out front

make it clear that this is an Egyptian-themed resort, although MRI has been steadily “de-theming”
Luxor recently, remodeling to downplay the Egyptian connection. How one de-themes a pyramid is
an open question. Two additional non-pyramidal hotel towers adjacent to the pyramid (and visible
in the right-hand photo below) bring the total number of rooms at the resort to 4408. The Blue
Man Group and Carrot Top are resident performers here, and Fantasy is an updated version of
the classic Las Vegas showgirl show. Cirque du Soleil offers MindFreak, a show starring magician
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Criss Angel. The second floor of Luxor houses several attractions, including Bodies, an exhibit of
actual human bodies; a Titanic artifact exhibition; and SCORE!, an interactive sports exhibit. At
night, a massively bright light emitted from 39 xenon bulbs at the pyramid’s apex can be seen from
miles away (although not from outer space; it blends in with the rest of the lights of the Strip).
This light draws 315,000 watts of power and costs $51 per minute to operate. Insects, of course,
are drawn to the light, and in what was probably an unintended side effect, bats are drawn to the
insects, and owls to the bats.
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Excalibur

Excalibur has over 4000 rooms, and was the largest hotel in the world when it opened in 1991.
The castle is now the 7th-largest in the world and 5th-largest in Las Vegas. The theme here is
Arthurian England, and even after Las Vegas as a whole abandoned its “family-friendly” marketing
campaign, the Excalibur is still a popular destination for families with children. The Tournament
of Kings show brings the theme to the showroom floor; other entertainment options include the
Australian Bee Gees tribute show and Thunder From Down Under, a male strip show.

Tropicana

Crossing the Strip, we arrive at the Tropicana, a Las Vegas landmark that recently underwent a
renovation. The new theme is Miami’s South Beach, and the bright white interior nicely highlights
the Tiffany-inspired glass ceiling over the casino floor. The Laugh Factory comedy club has an
outlet at the Tropicana.

The corner of Las Vegas Boulevard and Tropicana Boulevard (the location of Tropicana, Ex-
calibur, New York-New York, and MGM Grand) is home to 14,762 hotel rooms: more than any
other intersection in the world. One crosses streets here via pedestrian overpasses; there is no
ground-level pedestrian access to the streets.

MGM Grand
The entire population of the city of Albion could stay comfortably in the 6852 rooms of the

MGM Grand, the world’s second largest hotel, which sits just across Tropicana Boulevard from
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the Tropicana. The green exterior at MGM Grand is a relic of the Wizard of Oz theme that
was in place when the resort opened. This resort is home to the Grand Garden Arena, which
frequently hosts professional boxing matches and concerts. Cirque du Soleil’s Ka is staged here in
a specially-designed theater in which the floor moves to a fully vertical configuration, and magician
David Copperfield frequently performs in another theater. The dance troupe Jabbawockeez recently
moved here from the Luxor. Brad Garrett’s Comedy Club, at which Garrett himself appears about
once a month, may be found in the basement level. MGM Grand is the location of the southernmost
station of the Las Vegas Monorail.

New York-New York

Crossing back across the Strip, we arrive at New York-New York, MRI’s fifth Strip resort. NY-
NY opened in 1997, and is designed to evoke 1930’s New York City, complete with replicas of the
Empire State Building and Statue of Liberty. On September 11, 2001, the casino quite naturally
was a gathering place for concerned visitors, and a September 11 memorial was housed here until
the most recent renovation was begun; the memorial is in storage and is expected to be restored
when construction is complete. A roller coaster runs through NY-NY, and Cirque du Soleil is here
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with the adult-themed Zumanity.
Monte Carlo

The Monte Carlo opened in 1996, and is also an MRI property. Originally modeled after the
famous casino in Monaco, the resort is in the middle of a renovation that will see it renamed “Park
MGM”. The Monte Carlo is adjacent to “The Park”, an outdoor entertainment district that runs
westward between MC and New York-New York and leads to T-Mobile Arena, which will be home
to the NHL’s Vegas Golden Knights beginning in 2017. A newly remodeled theater opens into The
Park, and a new free monorail connects MC to CityCenter and Bellagio directly north.

CityCenter
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CityCenter is an MRI project that opened in 2008 and was originally intended to convey the
idea of an urban residential district in the middle of the Strip. Aria is the casino hotel in this seven-
building complex. CityCenter is also home to the Mandarin Oriental luxury hotel, the nongaming
hotel Vdara, and the two tilted towers of the Veer condominium complex. A sixth building, the
Harmon hotel, was demolished before it ever opened due to safety concerns. Crystals is a high-end
shopping mall on the CityCenter grounds. CityCenter is known for its public artwork, including a
sculpture made of canoes, a giant typewriter eraser, and a striking water fountain. In its original
design, CityCenter was to be a residential community with numerous condominiums, but the crash
of the real estate market saw these plans largely unrealized.

Cosmopolitan

The Cosmopolitan is the newest Strip resort, opening in December 2010. The Cosmo is noted for
its decreased emphasis on gambling and its efforts to market dining and nightclubs as primary resort
experiences. The Chandelier Bar features a three-story chandelier with over 2 million crystals.

Bellagio
Moving northward on the west side of the Strip, we come next to MRI’s Bellagio. The Bellagio

draws its inspiration from Lake Como in Italy, and was the most expensive hotel in the world ($1.6
billion in construction costs) when it opened in 1998. While the phrase “You stand over there”
may not have been invented at the camera magnet that is the Bellagio, it may well be heard more
there than anywhere else in town. In contrast to the family-friendly atmosphere that was common
in Las Vegas in the 1990’s, children who were not hotel guests were not permitted on the premises
when the Bellagio opened. This policy has now been relaxed. The Bellagio’s reception lobby bears
over 2000 Dale Chihuly glass flowers on its ceiling in a work called Fiori di Como; the resort is
also home to an art gallery and a conservatory (below, right, in December 2013) where lavish floral
displays are maintained and changed with the seasons. The principal non-gaming attraction is the
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free Fountains of Bellagio show that is performed multiple times each evening. Intricate fountains
spray water from the 8-acre lake in front of the casino in patterns choreographed to classic and
popular songs at this must-see Las Vegas show. Cirque du Soleil’s O, an acrobatic show celebrating
water and performed in a theater equipped with a 1.5 million-gallon swimming pool, made is debut
on Bellagio’s opening night.

Planet Hollywood

Crossing back over the Strip to the east side, we find Planet Hollywood, the southernmost Las
Vegas casino owned by Caesars Entertainment Corporation, which operates eight casinos on or near
the Strip. Caesars also operates the casino in Windsor, Ontario. Located on the site of the former
Aladdin Casino, PH is home to the Miracle Mile Shops and a rotating sequence of performers in
several theaters. The show Crazy Girls and its iconic brass showgirl sculpture moved here from
the Riviera when that casino closed in 2015. Britney Spears began a run as a featured performer
at the Axis Theater in December 2013; rumor has it that Lindsay Lohan is barred from attending.
The Planet Hollywood restaurant in Las Vegas is located at Caesars Palace, not here.

The south end of the Planet Hollywood resort complex, at the Harmon Retail Corner, is home
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to the world’s largest LED billboard, which was recently certified as a green billboard. It measures
65 by 320 feet.

Paris Las Vegas

Paris Las Vegas takes its namesake theme very seriously. The casino ceiling is punctured by a
half-scale replica of the Eiffel Tower; one may ride an elevator to an observation deck at the top,
where management has found it necessary to forbid weddings. The Arc d’Triomphe is present at
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the porte cochere, or covered auto entryway, and the shopping plaza’s cobblestone floor is meant
to evoke rustic Paris streets.

Bally’s

Paris is connected to its fellow Caesars property Bally’s, which is set far back from the Strip
and until recently employed moving sidewalks to bring visitors into the casino. The front of Bally’s
is home to the Grand Bazaar outdoor retail center which was planned to house 140 shops in an
outdoor mall setting. Bally’s sits at the corner of the Strip and Flamingo Boulevard, another
intersection where pedestrian bridges bypass the traffic. The original MGM Grand hotel on the
Strip was located where Bally’s now stands; a tragic fire in 1980 killed 85 people and the resort
was later sold to Bally’s Entertainment and renamed.

Caesars Palace
Las Vegas entrepreneur Jay Sarno opened Caesars Palace in 1966. The name intentionally con-

tains no apostrophe, as it was Sarno’s intention that the resort be a place where all guests should feel
like Caesars. The hotel had 680 rooms when
it opened; subsequent expansions have added
five hotel towers and raised the room count to
3960. Caesars’ iconic fountains line the drive-
way; daredevil Evel Knievel made headlines in
1967 when he was critically injured in an at-
tempt to jump a motorcycle over them. His
son Robbie successfully made the jump in 1989.
The card counting sequence in the movie Rain
Man was set at Caesars Palace, and the re-
sort was the home base for the Wolf Pack in
The Hangover. The Coliseum at Caesars Palace

11



features performers such as Celine Dion, Elton
John, and Shania Twain. A tent in the outdoor courtyard is home to the adult variety show
Absinthe.

Cromwell

Returning to the east side of the Strip at Flamingo Boulevard, the resort formerly known as the
Barbary Coast and as Bill’s Gamblin’ Hall and Saloon has been renovated into a boutique hotel
and casino called the Cromwell.

Flamingo

Just north of the Cromwell is the Flamingo Hotel, originally built by Benjamin Siegel and
opened in 1946. The Flamingo was closely connected to the Mob, and Siegel was assassinated less
than a year after the hotel opened. For awhile, the Flamingo was owned by the Hilton Corporation,
but it is now part of the Caesars resort family. A wildlife courtyard, with several animal species
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including—yes!—flamingoes, may be found on the property. Part of the casino is partitioned off
and operates as the Jimmy Buffett-themed Margaritaville Casino. Donny and Marie Osmond are
featured performers at the Flamingo.

Project Linq

The space between the Flamingo and the Quad to its north is taken up by Project Linq, an
outdoor entertainment district which, like The Park, is home to many recreational and dining
options including O’Shea’s Casino. The centerpiece of the Linq is the High Roller observation
wheel, the largest Ferris wheel in the world at 550 feet tall.

The Linq
Also owned by Caesars, the Linq was known for many years as the Asian-themed Imperial

Palace, and then briefly as The Quad, before undergoing a remodel in conjunction with the con-
struction of Project Linq and getting a new name. The fifth floor of the parking garage houses the
Auto Collection, a collection of classic and unusual cars, many of which are offered for sale. Free
or discounted tickets to this attraction are readily available in visitor magazines.

Mirage
The Mirage is another MRI property, and was built by Steve Wynn, who went on to build the

Bellagio and the Wynn and Encore twin resorts to the north. At the time it opened in 1989, the
Mirage was the most expensive hotel ever built. A huge aquarium sits behind the hotel registration
desk. The artificial volcano outside the casino erupts every hour from 8 PM to midnight, and
the fire feature of this attraction serves to raise the temperature of its surroundings well above the
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often-high nighttime desert temperatures. Cirque du Soleil’s Beatles tribute show Love is housed at
the Mirage, and impressionist Terry Fator (seen on America’s Got Talent) is a resident performer.
Siegfried and Roy performed here with their white tigers until an on-stage accident closed the show
in 2003.

Treasure Island (TI)
Treasure Island opened in 1993 as a pirate-themed companion to the Mirage, to which it is
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connected by a monorail. The resort was an MRI property before being sold to Phil Ruffin in 2009.
While Cirque du Soleil has an exclusive deal to stage its shows at MRI resorts, the show Mystère,
the first Cirque show in Las Vegas when it opened in 1993, was allowed to continue operating
at Treasure Island after the sale. A nightly pirate battle was staged in an artificial lagoon for
many years. The pirate theme has been largely retired and the resort informally rebranded as
“TI”. With this new emphasis, the pirate show was replaced by “Sirens of TI”, a somewhat more
adult-themed show, which gave its final performance in October as the lagoon was removed in a
renovation designed to add retail options to the front of the resort.

Harrah’s

The last Caesars Entertainment property moving north on the Strip, Harrah’s is loosely commit-
ted to a carnival theme. The Mac King Comedy Show combines magic and comedy in a highly-rated
afternoon show.

Casino Royale
The Strip home of both White Castle and Denny’s—this is the highest-volume Denny’s restau-
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rant in the world with 750,000 customers served in 2013—Casino Royale, which has no connection
to the James Bond movie, has a small Best Western motel attached to its casino. Casino Royale
has speakers placed Stripside that attempt to lure gamblers with recorded promotions of its games
and gambling options.

Venetian/Palazzo

Venetian and Palazzo are a pair of resorts adjacent to one another and jointly operated. The
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Venetian opened in 1999 and the Palazzo followed in 2007. The theme of this twin resort is, of
course, Venice, Italy, and on the grounds are reproductions of Venice’s canals (with gondolas and
gondoliers available for hire) and of St. Mark’s Square. A condominium tower planned for the north
side of Palazzo was left incomplete when the economy recently declined; if you look closely, you can
see that what appear to be windows are really a fabric cover in place to hide the stalled construction.
The Venetian/Palazzo complex is completed by the Sands Exposition Center, a convention center
at the rear of the property.

Wynn/Encore

The twin bronze glass towers of Wynn Las Vegas and Encore Las Vegas (“Wynncore” for
short) are the third time that Steve Wynn built the most expensive hotel in the world. Wynn
Las Vegas opened in 2005, and its near-duplicate Encore, which is 17 feet taller, in 2008. As with
Venetian/Palazzo and Luxor/Mandalay Bay, these resort buildings are connected by shopping mall
space. By contrast with Mirage, Bellagio, and Treasure Island, which feature grand spectacles
visible from the Strip, the attractions at Wynncore are hidden from public view, and one must
enter the resort to see such features as the Lake of Dreams. Wynn was originally to be called “Le
Rêve”, a name which lives on in a Cirque-like show.

Fashion Show Mall

On the west side of the Strip and north of TI, to which it is connected by a pedestrian overpass
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(this is another intersection where overhead crosswalks guide pedestrians away from the street
level), the Fashion Show Mall is a large shopping mall with an immense structure, dubbed the
Cloud, which shades the mall from the desert sun and also serves as a projection screen. The
former function is especially useful in Las Vegas, where summer outdoor temperatures often exceed
110◦ F.

Resorts World Las Vegas
North of the Fashion Show Mall, one finds

a lot of empty space on the west side of the
Strip. This lot was the location of the New
Frontier and Stardust resorts, both of which
were demolished in 2007 to make way for new
developments. The New Frontier site was to be
the home of the Las Vegas Plaza, a replica of
the Plaza Hotel in New York City, but funding
was never obtained for this project. Current
plans for a new resort to be called Alon have
stalled. At the Stardust site, construction be-
gan on Echelon Place, a high-end multi-building
complex intended to be similar to CityCenter,
but that project was halted in 2008 (photo, right). The land and the skeleton of the buildings
were sold in 2013 to the Genting Group from Malaysia, who has announced plans to build an
Asian-themed resort, Resorts World Las Vegas, on the site by 2019.

In Memoriam: Riviera (1955–2015)
When the Riviera opened in 1955, it was one of the largest hotels in the world. (This will be

the last time I point out that particular record.) When it closed in 2015, it was the 22nd largest
hotel on the Las Vegas Strip, which gives you some sense of how things change over time. The
Riviera was a frequent sight in movies set in Las Vegas (Casino, 21, The Hangover), in part due
to management’s long willingness to cooperate with Hollywood film crews and its standing as a
Las Vegas landmark. Its south-facing neon display was a callback to an era when neon was the
dominant design feature on the Strip; LED signage has replaced neon on many newer resorts. One
of the best comedy clubs on the Strip was also found here, as was a branch of the Pinball Hall
of Fame with a number of vintage pinball machines. The Riviera was demolished in two separate
implosions in 2016, and the land has been repurposed as a parking lot and extension of the Las
Vegas Convention Center.

Circus Circus/Slots-A-Fun
After building Caesars Palace, Jay Sarno moved up the Strip for his next project, a circus-

themed resort called Circus Circus and modeled after Rome’s Circus Maximus. When the casino
opened in 1968, there was no hotel attached, and guests were charged a $2 admission fee. This
proved wildly unpopular with Nevada residents, who were used to special deals for locals at casinos,
and was soon dropped when the first hotel tower was opened. Under new ownership, Circus
Circus became profitable by catering to low rollers, eschewing high-end resort amenities for such
attractions as the Adventuredome, an indoor amusement park, and an RV campground. Curiously,
its steakhouse is known as one of the finest in town. Circus Circus recently took over the operations
of the small Slots-A-Fun casino just adjacent to the south. Though the two are part of the MRI
casino empire, there is a separate players’ club for these casinos.
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Fontainebleau
The tall blue glass structure north of the Riviera site is the tallest building in Nevada and is

likely to remain unfinished and empty for some time to come. The Fontainebleau’s design was
based on the Miami hotel of the same name, but as with Echelon Place, construction was halted
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in 2008. The in-progress project was sold to investor Carl Icahn for pennies on the dollar, with no
plan for its completion in sight. The furniture originally intended for the Fontainebleau was sold
to the Plaza hotel in downtown Las Vegas, lending further credence to the notion that this resort
may never open.

SLS Las Vegas

Sahara Boulevard is the traditional northern boundary of the Las Vegas Strip, although Las
Vegas Boulevard runs further north for many miles. As with Tropicana and Flamingo, the street
gets its name from a landmark casino resort, the Sahara (left), which opened in 1952 and closed in
2011. The property reopened as SLS Las Vegas (right), in 2014. The name of the street will not
be changed, as local officials have drawn the line at requests to rename streets as new casinos are
proposed. The northernmost station of the Las Vegas Monorail opens into the back of the property.

Across the street from the SLS construction site is an empty lot where the first casino hotel
on the Strip, the Old West-themed El Rancho Vegas, stood from 1943 until it burned down in
1960. MRI currently owns this land, but their plans for “CityCenter North” have been indefinitely
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postponed. It has hosted the Las Vegas outlet of the “Rock In Rio” music festival.
Bonanza Gift Shop

On the north side of Sahara, this self-proclaimed “World’s Largest Gift Shop” has as its motto
“If it’s in stock, we have it!”. Can’t argue with that.

Lucky Dragon

Las Vegas’ newest casino is this red-glass Chinese entry which opened just west of the Bonanza
gift shop in 2016. The Lucky Dragon takes its theme very seriously: signage in the casino is in
Mandarin with English as a secondary language, employees are largely bilingual, and the games on
offer and restaurant lineup are heavily Asian. A sushi bar opens onto the casino floor, and a tea
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garden offers the best of Chinese tea culture.
Stratosphere

When crossing Sahara Boulevard going north, you finally enter the city of Las Vegas. You also
enter into a neighborhood of questionable reputation dubbed “Naked City”. In the midst of this
neighborhood, at the triple intersection of Las Vegas Boulevard, Main Street, and St. Louis Avenue,
is the 1149-foot tall Stratosphere Tower, the tallest free-standing structure west of the Mississippi
River and the centerpiece of the Stratosphere casino resort. The tower is a useful navigational aid
for visitors to Las Vegas. The top of the tower is home to a bar; a revolving restaurant, Top of the
World; and several thrill rides, including one where you can jump off the tower in a controlled fall
from the 108th floor to a target on the second floor.
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Downtown Las Vegas

Figure 13: Map of Downtown Las Vegas

The neighborhood commonly called Downtown Las Vegas consists of a collection of older casinos
located on or near Fremont Street, within the city of Las Vegas and several miles north of the Strip.
In 1997, Fremont was closed to vehicle traffic between Las Vegas Boulevard and Main Street,
creating a pedestrian mall onto which ten casinos open in close proximity to each other. Downtown
casinos, in addition to being closer together than Strip megaresorts, tend to be smaller and place
a greater emphasis on gambling than on other attractions. While minimum hotel and restaurant
requirements are met, the casino plays a bigger role in resort operations and the bottom line here.
This focus on gaming often results in better game conditions, including lower bet minima and more
favorable rules for games like blackjack, than one finds on the Strip.
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Main Street Station

Main Street Station sits near the site where the city of Las Vegas was founded in 1905. The
casino gets its name from the railroad line that fueled the growth of the town by using Las Vegas as
an intermediate stop between Salt Lake City and Los Angeles. The casino is noted for its stained
glass windows and a section of the Berlin Wall that hangs in the men’s restroom just off the casino
floor.

Downtown Grand

Formerly known as the Lady Luck, the Downtown Grand closed in 2006 for renovation and
reopened under this new name in November 2013.

California
The California is connected to Main Street Station by an overhead walkway. This hotel is

especially popular among Hawaiian visitors to Las Vegas, who are drawn to the Cal by package
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tours put together by owner Boyd Gaming and heavily marketed to island residents. So popular
are these packages that Las Vegas is occasionally called “The 9th Island” in Hawaii.

Fremont Street Experience

The Fremont Street Experience is an outdoor pedestrian mall centered on the now-closed Fre-

26



mont Street near the downtown casinos. The main nighttime attraction here is Viva Vision, a
massive overhead LED display that shows light shows choreographed to popular music. Live con-
certs are performed at several stages adjoining the Experience, and SlotZilla, a giant zipline, runs
the length of the mall.

Plaza

The Plaza (left) sits at the head of Fremont Street, and is recognizable as Biff’s Pleasure
Paradise from the movie Back to the Future Part II (right).

Golden Gate
The Golden Gate casino opened in 1906 as the Hotel Nevada. Its casino was closed when Nevada

outlawed gambling in 1909; with the return of legalized gambling in 1931, it reopened as the Sal
Sagev. The casino was renowned for years as the home of the 99� shrimp cocktail; this historic
dish is now priced at $2.99.
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Golden Nugget

The Golden Nugget was Steve Wynn’s first Las Vegas casino, and stands today as the most
upscale downtown casino. Real gold nuggets are on display in the lobby, and for a time, a vending
machine dispensed gold bars at market prices that changed every 10 minutes. The pool at the
Golden Nugget allows guests the opportunity to swim with sharks, though humans and fish are not
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permitted contact with one another.
Binion’s

For many years Binion’s Horseshoe was the home of the best gambling in downtown Las Vegas.
Longtime proprietor Benny Binion was famous for accepting very large wagers, telling high rollers
that “Your first bet is your limit.” Binion’s was also the original home of the World Series of Poker
and the “Million Dollar Display”, a collection of one hundred genuine $10,000 bills. Visitors were
offered a free photograph in front of the money. The WSOP has been sold to Caesars Entertainment
and is now contested at the Rio, and the $10,000 bills have been replaced with a less-impressive
display of current US bills.

Four Queens

In contrast to many casinos that frown on photography on the gaming floor, the Four Queens
has a sign near their security desk explicitly permitting it, saying that they “want you to enjoy
your visit”. The casino is also home to Hugo’s Cellar, a classic Vegas steakhouse, and Chicago
Brewing Company, which offers up deep-dish pizza and other bar food.
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Fremont

The Fremont is the third downtown casino operated by Boyd Gaming.
The D

The D was known as the Irish-themed Fitzgerald’s for many years; it was recently purchased
by Derek Stevens (who also owns the Golden Gate) and loosely rebranded with a Detroit theme.
Billboards marketing The D may be found on I-94 as you approach Detroit’s Metro Airport. Las
Vegas outlets of Detroit-area restaurants Andiamo Italian Steakhouse, American Coney Island, and
Zingerman’s delicatessen are housed within the resort. The second floor of the D has a retro Vegas
theme, featuring old-style coin-operated slot machines and one of the few remaining Sigma Derby
mechanical horse racing machines in town.

Fremont East District
Recently, the city of Las Vegas has been promoting increased development in downtown Las

Vegas outside the confines of the Fremont Street Experience. The results include the Fremont East
entertainment district, which includes a collection of new bars and restaurants in and among a
number of classic Las Vegas neon signs that have been restored and are on display in the middle
of the street. Several other restored signs may be found under the FSE canopy.
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El Cortez

A cornerstone of the Fremont East district, the El Cortez has operated continuously in this
location since 1941, making it the longest continuously-operating hotel/casino in town. In 2013,
the building was added to the National Register of Historic Places.
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Container Park

Container Park is a shopping and entertainment center recently opened in the Fremont East
District, one where the businesses are housed in repurposed shipping containers. The development
is anchored by a 40-foot fire-breathing praying mantis sculpture (above).
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Off-Strip Highlights

Casinos listed in this section may be found on the Las Vegas Strip map (page 2).

Orleans

Located about three miles west of the Strip on Tropicana Boulevard, the Orleans is a “locals”
casino, one whose business model is tailored toward attracting area residents as much as or more
than tourists. Toward that end, in addition to a casino and hotel, the Orleans complex includes
several chain restaurants, a bowling alley, a movie theater, and an ice arena. The casino has a New
Orleans Mardi Gras theme. Regular shuttle service to the Strip is available.

Hard Rock

Las Vegas is home to two Hard Rock properties: its Hard Rock Cafe sits on the Strip between
MGM Grand and Planet Hollywood (left), and the Hard Rock Hotel and Casino may be found east
of the Strip on Harmon Boulevard (right).
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Rio

The Rio is about 1½ miles west of the Strip on Flamingo Boulevard. The carnival atmosphere
on the casino floor evokes Carneval in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The Rio is the home of the World
Series of Poker, whose popularity took off in the 2000’s with the rise of televised and Internet poker.
Magicians Penn and Teller are resident performers.

Gold Coast

This casino sits across the street from the Rio. Like the Orleans, the Gold Coast is a locals
casino owned and operated by Boyd Gaming. Ping Pang Pong at the GC is known as one of the
better casual Chinese restaurants in Las Vegas; one cannot help but wonder how much of their
business comes from people who simply like to say “Ping Pang Pong”.

34



Palms

Across Flamingo from the Gold Coast, the Palms had for many years a curious double existence
as a locals casino during the week and trendy hotspot on the weekends. In 2002, the Palms was
home to MTV’s The Real World: Las Vegas. Among the luxury suites at the Palms are ones with
a bowling alley and a basketball court. The Palms was sold to locals casino operator Red Rock
Resorts in 2016.

Palace Station
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Red Rock Resorts, formerly known as Station Casinos, operates seventeen locals casinos in
metro Las Vegas, including Texas Station, Santa Fe Station, Sunset Station, and Boulder Station
(see a pattern there?), although Main Street Station (page 25) is not part of their holdings. Station
also manages the Gun Lake Casino in Wayland, MI. The railroad-themed Palace Station is on
Sahara just west of the Strip, and is perhaps most notorious as the hotel where O.J. Simpson
committed the 2007 armed robbery that landed him in prison.

Trump Las Vegas

President Trump lends his name to a hotel in Las Vegas, off the Strip to the west adjacent to
the former New Frontier site and down laterally from Wynncore. There is no casino at this hotel.
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We end as we began, with the “Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas” sign.
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